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What’s a Community 
Foundation? 
Grantmaking public charities that help to improve lives  in their communities. 

Each year, community foundations give over $5 billion to support nonprofits  in 
areas like education, health, the environment, and disaster relief. 

1,030+  community foundations across the U.S., serving both urban and rural 
areas, and holding assets ranging from $100K to over $1.7 billion. 



Me e t  O ur Te a m



42 Years
Founded in 1983

$300+ million
Given away since inception

$209 million
assets under management



60%
of CFSC’s funds are Donor Advised (DAFs) 

$13+ million
dollars granted out from our DAFs in 2024 

473
charitable funds managed by CFSC
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Our work is 
guided by our 
team mission 
statement.

We build community  among 
changemakers and help design 
and aggregate philanthropy  
for strategic and long -term 
impact in order to  create a 
community where all people, 
have the resources and 
opportunities  needed to thrive. 



We offer donors:

Philanthropic 
Planning Services

Legacy Giving 
Planning

Education & 
Community



For you & your client
Local Expertise: Deep knowledge of 
community needs and nonprofit organizations.

Long -Term Stewardship:  Ensures funds 
continue supporting causes for generations.

Administrative Support:  Handles grant 
distribution, compliance, and reporting.

Flexible Giving Options: Allows for immediate 
or deferred gifts through DAFs and estate 
plans.



Community Impact

Community 
Partnership

Stewardship of 
Donor’s Intent

$5.9 Million 
Granted in 2024

Restricted 
Discretionary 

Funds



Basic Human Needs

Homelessness

Mental Health

Foster Youth

Fund for Belonging

Resilience Fund

$1.35M to over 50 orgs in 2025

Supporting shelter services 

Supporting orgs serving foster youth

$500,000 with Sutter Health 

$20M+ granted since 2017

Supporting immigrant communities 

Resilient Organizations Nonprofit training and support program



Have you 
worked with 
charitable 
giving?



$42.68 billion
Giving by bequests in 2023*

39%
Individuals between ages 45 -65 left a bequest in a will**

23.4%
Will give more if estate tax is eliminated***

* From Giving USA’s 2024 Annual Report
** From FreeWill’s 2023 Planned Giving Report
*** From Bank of America and Lilly School of Philanthropy’s 2023 Study of Philanthropy: Charitable Giving by Affluent Households





- In t e g ra t e s  c ha rit a b le  g iving  w it h  
fina nc ia l, t a x, a nd  e s t a t e  p la nn ing

- Exp a nd s  g iving  b e yo nd  c a sh

- Ma xim ize s  t a x e ffic ie nc y a nd  
p re se rve s  w e a lt h

- O ffe rs  life t im e  inc o m e  o p t io ns

- Sup p o rt s  c o m p le x p la nn ing  g o a ls , 
e sp e c ia lly t he  t ra ns it io n  o f w e a lt h  
a nd  a sse t s

- Enc o ura g e s  lo ng -t e rm  c lie n t  
re t e n t io n

Benefits of 
Planned 
Giving



Who are Planned Givers?
Individuals with appreciated assets like stock or real estate 
Those approaching or over age 70½
Longtime, consistent supporters of an organization
Business owners planning a sale or transition
People without children or direct heirs
Grandparents who want to support future generations (e.g., 
education)





Planned Gift Agreement
Formal Agreement: how charitable estate 
will be used

Instructions and Framework : a llo w s  
fle xib ilit y

Adapting Needs: re vo c a b le , e vo lving  
c o m m unit y ne e d s  a nd  t he ir o w n.

Elements:
 p hila n t hro p ic  in t e n t  a nd  p rio rit ie s
 no np ro fit  b e ne fic ia rie s  a nd  fo c us  a re a s
 g ift  s t ruc t u re
 d is t rib u t io n  a nd  m a na g e m e nt



- He lp  c lie n t s  le a ve  a  la s t ing  
le g a c y

- Ena b le s  h ig h-im p a c t  g iving  
w it ho u t  a ffe c t ing  life t im e  
fina nc e s

- Sim p le  t o  im p le m e nt

- Fle xib le  a nd  c us t o m iza b le

- Ca n  re d uc e  e s t a t e  t a xe s

- Enc o ura g e s  m ult i-g e ne ra t io na l 
e ng a g e m e nt

Benefits of 
Legacy Giving



Stewardship 
of a donor’s 
legacy into 
the future

Deep 
knowledge 

of the 
nonprofit 

community

Legacy 
Society is a 
community 
of change

makers

Unique Legacy Services
Donor Intent is our 

north star, regardless of 
the changing nonprofit 

landscape, 
organizational changes, 
or emergent community 

needs.

 We are their 
advocates when they 
are no longer with us.



Designated 
Funds

Restricted 
Discretionary 
Funds

Next Gen 
DAFs

So m e  o f o u r fa vo rit e  
le g a c y g iving  t o o ls



Philanthropic Goal Setting 
for Greatest Impact

Determine Giving 
Capacity

Select Giving VehiclesClarify Priorities & 
Values

Engage Family & Heirs





The Largest Bequest in 
Sonoma County History
- Charles “Chop” DeMeo

- $16 million in 1985

- Supported two passions: “the well being of young people in 
Santa Rosa and homeless mothers with children” 

- ½ endowment, generating income in perpetuity

- Established a legacy that improves the lives of our community 
and will keep Charles DeMeo’s memory alive for generations























The  Po w e r o f P la nne d  Giving
Why Legacy Gifts Matter:
Strengthens the donor’s lasting impact on their community. 
Provides sustainable funding for nonprofits.
Can inspire future generations to engage in philanthropy.

1

Real -World Examples of Transformational Gifts:
Bequests that have built entire nonprofit organizations.
Endowments that continue to fund community initiatives.
Scholarships that have supported students for decades.

2

Community Foundations Serve Your Clients:
Provide long -term stewardship of a donor’s gift, for generations.
Adapt to changing community needs.
Exceptional asset management and local knowledge, guided by donor intent.

3



Thank you!
We’re so grateful to share with you today. 

Please visit sonomacf.org to learn more 
about our services. You can ask questions 
and receive support for your clients b y 
emailing us at sprice @sonomacf.org . 

Join our Professional Advisor Network to 
be added to our referrals list and receive 
invitations to future gatherings. 
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